
Engaged and Confused? Celebrant vs Registrar Made Simple 
 
If you’re newly engaged, you’re probably hearing lots of new terms — celebrant, registrar, legal/ civil 

ceremony, symbolic rituals        . This quick guide gently explains the differences so you can choose the 

ceremony that feels like you. 

First of all; Congratulations           . Alongside all the choices you have, an important one is who do you want 

standing in front of your family & friends on YOUR special day  What do you want them to say & do for 

you? How much interaction before the day can you expect? 

Here’s a simple side-by-side comparison to help you choose what feels right for you. 

Topic  Celebrant  Registrar 

What they do.  Celebrate the fact that you are 
married!  
Your love story is unique — your 
ceremony should be too. Don’t 
settle for standard. 
#YourDayYourWay 

Register your marriage. 
NB. What you sign on the day is a 
schedule not the actual register.  
After your ceremony the registrar 
transcribes to the electronic 
marriage register.  

Ceremony style Personal, story-led, hyper- 
personalised & written just for 
you 

Standard legal script, limited 
personalisation 

Location Anywhere (beach, garden, village 
hall, woodland, home) including 
licensed venues 

Licensed venues only 

Time of day Any time Set appointment slots 

Content Unlimited creativity driven by 
your wants, needs and/or wildest 
dreams 

Restricted by law 

Rituals Yes, many; examples include 
symbolic (ring warming) , cultural 
(handfasting), religious (glass 
breaking), spiritual (unity 
candle), playful (ninja vows) ; 
even guest participation (X marks 
the spot). Check out others here 

No- even religious elements not 
allowed.  

Meeting beforehand Yes, multiple. Online, at your 
home and/or venue. All with 
your personal celebrant.  

1 to give notice. Then the 
ceremony itself. Usually different 
people. 

Tone Warm, human, bespoke. We 
match your wedding theme/vibe. 
 

Administrative, formal 

Legalities Not legal- you can do that before 
or after your wedding 

Legal 

Who they work for  You & your love story Local council/ government 

Rehearsals  Yes- if you’d like at your venue or 
at your home. 

No 

https://www.sparkleandsoul.co.uk/wedding-ceremonies
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Arrival & presence on the day Arrives hours before, meets 
family & guests, settles your 
nerves (together or separately as 
you wish), coordinates with 
suppliers. 

Arrives shortly before the 
ceremony. Meets with you both 
separately & runs through legal 
details. 

Readings & music 
 

Any readings, poems, songs — 
including religious or cultural. 

No religious content at all (even a 
song with “hallelujah” can be 
rejected). 

Storytelling Tells your love story & proposal 
moment, shared memories, 
humour, family moments. 

No storytelling; legal script only 

Keepsakes Provides beautiful, 
commemorative printed scripts, 
vow cards, ritual keepsakes 

No keepsakes beyond the legal 
certificate (ordered separately) 

Length of ceremony Typically, 20–40 minutes (or 
longer if desired). 

Usually 10–20 minutes. 

 

Summary; 

Traditional registrar-led services in England and Wales take care of the legalities — usually brief, structured 

and the same for everyone. 

A celebrant-led ceremony is something far more personal. It’s where your story is held with care, where 

meaning is woven through each moment, and where the day truly finds its emotional beginning. 

More couples are realising they want their ceremony to feel like them — warm, genuine and reflective of 

their relationship. That’s why choosing a celebrant has become such a meaningful part of planning a 

wedding. 

Just as you choose your venue or photographer, you can choose the person who will stand with you and tell 

your story. Someone you’ve met, connected with, and feel completely at ease around — not someone you 

meet twenty minutes before you walk in. 

Even when couples invest nearly £1,000 for registrars to attend their venue, they still won’t know who the 

council will send, and there’s no room for personalisation or flexibility. 

A celebrant-led ceremony offers something gentler and more thoughtful — a moment created with you, for 

you, and about you. Whoever you trust to lead your ceremony, it should feel like you — meaningful, joyful, 

and true to your story. 

If you’d love a ceremony that feels personal, joyful, and completely yours, I’d be honoured to create it with 

you. Visit my website www.sparkleandsoul.co.uk or get in touch sacha@sparkleandsoul.co.uk — let’s start 

shaping something bespoke & beautiful. 
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